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Workshop Outline

Background

This one-day workshop provides an overview of the issues associated with accessing information in developing countries. The workshop will address the opportunities offered by electronic information resources and the changing role of the university library in the electronic era.

Content

The following subjects and content areas will be covered during the workshop:

Electronic information resources: range and access. What types of electronic resources, such as journals and scholarly databases, are available for use in libraries, universities and research institutions in developing countries? What are the main strengths and weaknesses of the different types of e-resource? What different packages, licenses and agreements are needed to access electronic resources? What are the access options available in developing countries? How might access to electronic resources evolve in the future? 

E-resource use and the role of the university library. What are the factors that impact on the use of electronic resources? What role does your institutional library have in enabling effective and sustainable access to such resources? What constraints affect your library?

The way forward. What practical steps can universities take to ensure that available information sources can be accessed by their staff and students? How can researchers and administrators support this?

Outcomes

After the course all workshop participants will be able to:

· Describe the different types of electronic information resources available  
· Contrast their features and functionality

· Explain their strengths and weaknesses

· Identify examples of each type 

· Describe the infrastructure required to support electronic resource use 
· Describe the different access routes for electronic resources
· Identify some of the access options available within developing countries

· List possible future developments in access to resources

· Describe the factors that affect and determine the use of e-resources
· Explain the part played by the university library in enabling effective and sustainable use

· Identify constraints under which libraries work
· Suggest ways that academics and administrators can assist the library
Elements of the workshop programme

Language: The working language of the workshop and supporting materials will be English.

Length of course: The workshop will be run over one day. 

Teaching methods: The overall methodology will be participatory and informal. There will be two presentations supported by handouts, an online exercise and group discussion work. Case studies will be used as a basis for one of the group discussions.
Further information: http://www.inasp.info/training/access-info/
The materials for this workshop will be available from the link above once the workshop has been completed.

