
Is the answer to all these questions ‘Yes’? 
Then you can start with your application.

How? Check the following charts.

Do you have a masters degree (or equivalent)?

Do you have a supervisor?

Do you have funding?

You cannot be a PhD student without a 
supervisor. 

Look here for the expertise at the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel.

You need sufficient financial means to support 
yourself during your research in Brussels. 
Look here for some vacant PhD positions 

and grants and scholarships. 
You can also check the 

Belgian Portal for Research and Innovation. 

Are you willing to do research for at least 4 years in 
an academic environment?

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

The default requirement for admission as a 
PhD student is a Masters degree (or 

equivalent) in a relevant field. The ultimate 
decision about the eligibility for PhD research 
resides with the Faculty in which the research 

will be conducted. More details on the 
admission requirements can be found in the 
Central and Faculty Regulations concerning 

PhD research.

Yes

Yes

http://aivpc41.vub.ac.be/DP/wijzervacatures/DPrightvacaturesE.php
http://www.vub.ac.be/phd/english/RegulationsForms.html
http://www.vub.ac.be/infovoor/onderzoekers/research/onderzoeksaanbod.html
http://rd-ir.vub.ac.be/oproepen/OZfin_dead.html?80517+24+VUB+43299+1+VUB
http://www.research.be/ListURL/list.asp?KeyID=624&up=619


For holders of a Belgian masters degree

Application
Applying for a PhD can be done any time during the year.

You need to send a written request to the Dean of the relevant faculty, specifying your research 
project, the name(s) of your supervisor(s), the discipline, your cv, a description by your supervisor 

of the available material resources for your research and your choice of Doctoral School. 
Within three months from the date of receipt, the Faculty shall come to a 

decision concerning the application.

If the Faculty accepts your application, you will receive a confirmation letter. 
Enrolment is only possible when you receive this letter.

Enrolment
The first enrolment is done in person at the Registrar's Office (Dienst Inschrijvingen). 

The following years enrolment is done by bank transfer.
You need to bring: the form ‘1° inschrijving doctoraat’, signed by your supervisor and the Dean; your 

identity card; an original copy of your degree (only to present). Extra documents can be 
necessary if stipulated in the Faculty regulations concerning the PhD research.

For more information: Registrar’s Office.

http://www.vub.ac.be/phd/documenten/formulier_doctoraat_20082009.pdf
http://www.vub.ac.be/english/infofor/prospectivestudents/howenroll.html
http://www.vub.ac.be/phd/english/RegulationsForms.html


For holders of a non-Belgian masters degree

Application

Applying for a PhD can be done any time during the year.
Download the ‘Application package’. 

Send your complete file to the Registrar’s Office.
The screening of your file can take a couple of months.

If your file is accepted by the Registar’s Office and the Faculty Council, you will
receive a ‘letter of acceptance’. You need this letter for the enrolment.

Enrolment
The first enrolment is done in person at the Registrar's Office (Dienst Inschrijvingen). 

The following years enrolment is done by bank transfer.
What to bring: your letter of admission, identification, pictures and proof of insurance. 

For more information: Registrar’s Office.

http://www.vub.ac.be/phd/documenten/Application_Form_PhD.doc
http://www.vub.ac.be/english/infofor/prospectivestudents/howenroll.html



